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IGNIFICANT information concerning the hou
conditions of the people of fhe United Btates has

filts & long-felt want, as hitherto detafied housing
statistics have not bean available. Broadly, the infer-

motioh gothered may be divided into four closses,

compiling ¢the dota gathored in the specinl survey
as follows: Pacts concerning residential atructures;

become wvoilabie with the conclusion of the work of
knowo os the '
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lisheents, Since the survey wns made in February,
the exclusion of summer cotteges probably did not
result in the mmissmon of many of the jamilies com-
prising the stable population of the cities coveved.

Tha 3,021,055 residentinl strectures canvassed con-
toin 2,633,135 dwelling units, Sheltered in thess
homea are about 2,600,000 familiss tha! comprise
9,074,783 persons, or an average of 1.5 persona per
family. Of the occupied dwellings enumsrated, 90.8
percent wore inhabited by white families and 0.2
percont by families of other roces, principally Negro
familiva,

Urban living conditions ns revealed by the survey
are far from exemplary, Crowding, Jack of modern
facilities, and the noed of structural repairs areshown
to prevail to & most unentisfactory degres, These
conditions mny ba considered zomewhat typical of
prevailing conditisns, aithough they hnve been ac-
sentuated by the depression. The date also inferon-
tially confirm other studies in regpect to the low income
of n Jarge proportion of the urban papulatisn,

CROWDING WIDESPREAD

One of the significant fentures of the inventory is
the extent o which erowding of dwellings existas,
notwithstanding a high percentope of vocaneies in
mapy cities. In some instances, however, crowding
in evident whera relatively few vncancies were re-
ported, & situation apparently calling for mew con-
girueiton 45 o remedy.

Three degrees of crowding were distingumished in
the survey as "crowded*”, “overcrowded”™, and
“"gregtly overcrowded™, In the interest of economy
of space, these three groyps hnve been combined to
obtain the percentoge shown in the toble. The first
ol these classes armmounted fo 15.6 percent of the toial
occupied dwelling units in the 64 cities, the second o
1.2 percent, and the third to 0.2 percent,

A pariial explanation of this crowding is provided by
the family dots shewing that 7 percent of the mora than
2% million families surveyed are classed as “extra®
families. Considerable variation in thess conditions
in evident as between different cities. In Charleston,
for example, 4.4 percent of the ogoupied dwellings
wora tlassed as crowded, while in Portlond, Oreg.,
the percentage wos 8.1, Cities, othar than Charleston,
in which crowding was pronounced, included Santo Ie,
whers 25.5 percent of the oocupied dwelling unita were
erowded; Columbia, 32.4 percent; and Birmingham
ond Enoxville, 30 percend. Xn 9 other cilies from 25
percent to 30 percent of the occupied dwelling unite
were yoported os crowded. These include Albuguer-
que, Atlanta, Austin, Greensbore, Jackson, Oklehome
Clity, Paduesh, Salt Lake City, and Wheeling, Cities
with less then 10 percent of the dwelling units orowdad,
in addition ic Porilend, Oreg., were Langing, Son
Diego, Syracuse, and Willinmsport.

- Novemker 1634

Among the cities in which the percentoge of crowded
dwelings is greatly in excess of the pereemtegs of
vaconcies, Jockson stands out, Omly 1.8 parcent of
the totn] dwellinge in this city were reported as vacont,
while 27.2 porcent of the occupied dwellings wers
reported a3 orowded, In Butie, which had the highest
percentage of ynennoles (15.9 percent of the dwalling
unita}, 17.9 persend of the ocoupied dwellings were
reported az crowded. For the entire group of cities,
voaeont dwellinge amounted to 7.8 porcent of the total
nurnber of dwelling units. Im 8 of the 64 cities 10
percent or more vacancies wers reported.

DWELLING TYPES AND MATERIALS

Single family dwelling units (generslly detached) are
still mozt prevelent swmong the dwaling structuras.
Of the dwelling unita enumernted, 58.4 percent were of
this {ype. The oxtremes are 26.3 pereent for Spring-
field and 28.0 percent for Portland, Maina. Two-
farmily houses contained 19 percent of the totad dwelling
unit: and apertment buildings 0.4 percent. Row
houeez neecunted for 1.5 percent of the totnl aumber
of dwelling units, although ihe percentoge reported
was a6 high as 31.5 in Wilmington, Dal.

Fraome iz the predominsting type of conatruction
used in the buildings sirveyed, with 92 pereant of the
totn] number of strectures falling undsr this classifisn-
tion. Brick siructures wers reported as 10.7 percent
of the toinl. Tha eitiea whers brick dwellings out-
number woodan struatires are Fredevick, Hageratown,
Wilmington, Sslt Lake City, snd Santa Fe.

In Bt. Poul, Minnenpolis, FPartland {Orag.), Fhoenix,
Sacramento, San Idego, Topelen, Trez Moines, Alhu
gquerque, Boton Rouge, Farge, Boise, Casper, Bing.
hamtan, vod Lonsing stuceo-finish honses are second
to frame houses in number, In stueco-finish hous=es, of
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course, the backing and interier construetion may ba
lumber, brick, conereta, or other material. In the
citiea surveyed, atone, comerets, or metal were not
used to nny eppreciable extent for resideatial building.

An arbitrary division of the structures inte two nge

groups—under 20 years and others—naa shown in tabla-

1, wns necessaty becouse of limitation of space. It
Bo happens that the structures divide ulmost equaliy
on this basie. A more detailed classifiention, accond-
ing to age groups, will be presented in the final reporta
when published,

RECONDITIONING BADLY NEEDED

The need for repoirs and mprovements is strildngly
indicnted by the detz sssembled. These figures are
peculiarly opportune in visw of the housing renovation
drive undertaken by the Federal Housing Administra-
fion. Ignoring the number of structures recorded ns
requiring only minor repairs, there remeains the impras-
give tofal of 301,788 structures (15.6 percent of all
soumernted structures) in need of mojor repaire snd
an sdditional 43,888, or 2.3 percont, thet were xeported
as unfit for humon use. In every section of the coun-
try there are noticenble opportunities for replacement,
renovation, end modernization of homes.

The living queriers are reported to be divided into
89 percent owner-occupied and 61 percent rented.
Le2s then 40 percent of the former apporently were
owned without encumbrances, Withount allowance for

the fact thot date wero not gathered in respect §o the -

statua of 15 percent of the owner-occupied uniés, 37.7
percent of the tatal are listed os being owned fres and
48.1 percent as mortgaged.

Bentals charged are of interest since they throw seme
light on the income of the families surveyad. (O the
total humber of rental units, about o third rentad for
Jo=s than $15 per month and only 21 pervent forr $30
or mora. Tha highest percentsge of low rentol pay-
mentz was in Birminghnm, where 79 percont of ths
rental units commanded paymenta of less than §15 a
month.

LARGE EQUIPMENT DEFICIENCIES REVEALED

Dwelling squipment is shown te be for from ade-
guata, necording to modemn stondards, o condition not
without its bright side in the oppoxtunities pressntad
for building equipment monufactures and those inter-
egbed im the digtribution of auch producta. More than
20 pervent of tha dwelling units were without gas for
oooking, about one-fourth without a beth tub and/or
shower, slmost 20 percent without z private indoor
water cdloset, snd 10 percent without electrisity for
lighting. Only 17 percent were provided with me-
chunienl refrigeration.

‘Whila only hall of the units have furnoca or boiler
hent, the need for auch equipment, obviously, differs
in tho northern and southera sections of the country.

SURVEY OF CURERENT BUSINESS 19

I is intoresting io note, however, that in anly 5 of the
&4 citiea wore mora than 80 percent of the dwelling
units supplied with heat from this sonvee. Fargo,
N. Dnk., whick stood ot the head of the list in this
raspect, had 13 parcent of its dwelling units without
furnace heat, Owver half of the dwelling units lacked
thie equipment in such * northem * ¢itiss aa Providence,
Worcester, Watarbury, and Salt Lnke City. In Buita
73 percent relied on other than farnace hent.
Cleveland stood first among these 64 citles in respect
to pas for cooking, 04.2 percent of the dwelling units
betng so supplied. Enoxville wos the least well aquip-
ped with thiz atility, haviog ooly 17 percent of its
dwelling uanits so provided. Electricity for lighting
ronks highest among the modern equipment services.

APPROXIMATELY 59 PERGENT OF FAMILIES HAVE
AUTOMOBILES

Datagatherad in reapect to the possession of passenger
nutoinobifes in thess urban centers are sspecially inter-
eating, in view of the prevailing notion that almost
every family has an sutomobile. Unfortunately, dota
were nok collected to show cwnership of cars per family
bui rother in $erms of dwelling units. These dota
show that none of the cccupants of practicolly hali of
the dwelling unita possessed & ¢car. Siace 7 percent of
the farnilies enumerated were “living-in®™ with the
wgnnl family cccupants, the percentsge of Inmilies
possession automobiles differs from the parcentage in
the fable which is a ratio of automoebiles to occupied
dwelling units. Taking inte consideration the oxirn
families, it is probable that at least 50 percont of the
Tomifies have aubomobiles. The meximum number
of fumilies in the sities covered possessing automobilas
coald not, on the basiz of these data, be in excess of
51.4 percent,

ADDITIONAL DATA IN COMFLETE REFORT

Complete tables of the vesults of tha real property
inventory give, in addition to the data pressnted in
thiz artiels, information in respest to property values,
durntion of oceupaney, elevator service, vegetnbls
gardens, means and time consumed in going to worls,
a8 well a8 pranter dotails in respect to many of the sub-
jocta includad in the tnble published herewith.

Kool need for additionnl space, for repairs, and agquip-
ment are very apparent. The facts presented will
undoubtedly spur to even pranfer sxertion those busi-
noss concerns mterested in supplying this latent de-
mend, not only in these cities but in others not in-
cluded in this survey. It must, however, be apparant
to all that neod alone iz not sufficient to provide a
merket. Adequate housing of Awmerisnn {amilies
must wait upon their securing sufficient buying power
to malte the requisite purchasss andfor o retarn in
rentol payments which will provide compensation for
improved facilitize.
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